Faces of Easter

A Holy Week Re ection
On the Life of Jesus

Scripture Guide
Scan This QR Code for:
Audio Re ection by Youth
Links to Video Stories for Each Station
QR codes on stations are for individual stories - this code takes
you to all of them

fl

fl

A project of the FBCH
Youth Group

Welcome to the Stations of Easter, a Holy Week
re ection provided by the Youth Group of First Baptist
Church Halifax. Over the course of Lent, the youth have
gathered to hear, read, and re ect on the story of Jesus’
life. They also worked to put together these outdoor
stations to share with our community.
The QR code on the cover leads to a webpage with links
to an audio recording of the youth group re ecting on
the story (you won’t want to miss that) as well as a set of
videos that share the Faces of Easter stories. The stories
are from a program we have at the church
called Godly Play.
Special thanks to Joe O’Brien who constructed the
wooden frames for these stations.
If you would like to learn more about First Baptist
Church Halifax, nd us on the web: fbchalifax.ca
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Scriptures are from the New Revised Standard Version
As an expression of our understanding of God as neither male nor
female, the word “Father,” when referring to Creator God, has been
translated “Creator” and personal pronouns referring to God have
been removed.

Station One: Birth
Luke 2:1-20
2:1In

those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the
world should be registered. 2This was the rst registration and was
taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own
towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in
Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended
from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he
was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came
for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her rstborn son and wrapped him in
bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the
inn.
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that region there were shepherds living in the elds, keeping watch over their ock
by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were terri ed. 10But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be
afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is
born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be
a sign for you: you will nd a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’
13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God
and saying,
14 ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom God favours!’
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which
the Lord has made known to us.’ 16So they went with haste and found Mary and
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known
what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what
the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in
her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard
and seen, as it had been told them. (NRSV)
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Station Two: Temple
Luke 2:41-52
Now every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of
the Passover. 42And when he was twelve years old, they went up as
usual for the festival. 43When the festival was ended and they started
to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents
did not know it. 44Assuming that he was in the group of travellers, they went a day’s
journey. Then they started to look for him among their relatives and friends. 45When
they did not nd him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for him. 46After three days
they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking
them questions. 47And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his
answers. 48When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother said to
him, ‘Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been
searching for you in great anxiety.’ 49He said to them, ‘Why were you searching for me?
Did you not know that I must be in my Creator’s house?’ 50But they did not understand
what he said to them. 51Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was
obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things in her heart.
2:41

And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favour.
(NRSV)
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Station Three: Baptism
Luke 3:1-22
In the fteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius
Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his
brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and
Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during the high-priesthood of Annas and
Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3He went
into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,
‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
“Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.
5 Every valley shall be lled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth;
6 and all esh shall see the salvation of God.” ’
7 John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, ‘You brood of vipers!
Who warned you to ee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do
not begin to say to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell you, God
is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 9Even now the axe is lying at
the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and
thrown into the re.’
10 And the crowds asked him, ‘What then should we do?’ 11In reply he said to them,
‘Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food
must do likewise.’ 12Even tax-collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him,
‘Teacher, what should we do?’ 13He said to them, ‘Collect no more than the amount
prescribed for you.’ 14Soldiers also asked him, ‘And we, what should we do?’ He said
to them, ‘Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be
satis ed with your wages.’
15 As the people were lled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16John answered all of them by
saying, ‘I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am
not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit
and re. 17His winnowing-fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing- oor and to gather
the wheat into his granary; but the cha he will burn with unquenchable re.’
18 So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people. 19But
Herod the ruler, who had been rebuked by him because of Herodias, his brother’s wife,
and because of all the evil things that Herod had done, 20added to them all by shutting
up John in prison.
21 Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized
and was praying, the heaven was opened, 22and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in
bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved;
with you I am well pleased.’ (NRSV)
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3:1

Station Four: Wilderness
Luke 4:1-19
4:1Jesus,

full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by
the Spirit in the wilderness, 2where for forty days he was tempted by
the devil. He ate nothing at all during those days, and when they were
over, he was famished. 3The devil said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God,
command this stone to become a loaf of bread.’ 4Jesus answered him, ‘It is written,
“One does not live by bread alone.” ’
5 Then the devil led him up and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world.
6And the devil said to him, ‘To you I will give their glory and all this authority; for it has
been given over to me, and I give it to anyone I please. 7If you, then, will worship me, it
will all be yours.’ 8Jesus answered him, ‘It is written,
“Worship the Lord your God,
and serve only God.” ’
9 Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple,
saying to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, 10for it is
written,
“God will command God’s angels concerning you,
to protect you”,
11and
“On their hands they will bear you up,
so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.” ’
12Jesus answered him, ‘It is said, “Do not put the Lord your God to the test.” ’ 13When
the devil had nished every test, he departed from him until an opportune time.
14Then

Jesus, lled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about
him spread through all the surrounding country. 15He began to teach in their
synagogues and was praised by everyone.

fi

he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue
on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17and the scroll of the
prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it
was written:
18 ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because the Lord has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor.
The Lord has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind,
to let the oppressed go free,
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’
(NRSV)
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Station Five: Awakening
Luke 18:31-43
Then Jesus took the twelve aside and said to them, ‘See, we are
going up to Jerusalem, and everything that is written about the Son of
Humanity by the prophets will be accomplished. 32For he will be
handed over to the Gentiles; and he will be mocked and insulted and
spat upon. 33After they have ogged him, they will kill him, and on the third day he will
rise again.’ 34But they understood nothing about all these things; in fact, what he said
was hidden from them, and they did not grasp what was said.
18:31

35As

Jesus approached Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside begging.
he heard a crowd going by, he asked what was happening. 37They told him,
‘Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.’ 38Then he shouted, ‘Jesus, Son of David, have mercy
on me!’ 39Those who were in front sternly ordered him to be quiet; but he shouted even
more loudly, ‘Son of David, have mercy on me!’ 40Jesus stood still and ordered the man
to be brought to him; and when he came near, he asked him, 41‘What do you want me
to do for you?’ He said, ‘Lord, let me see again.’ 42Jesus said to him, ‘Receive your
sight; your faith has saved you.’ 43Immediately he regained his sight and followed him,
glorifying God; and all the people, when they saw it, praised God. (NRSV)
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Station Six: Feast
Luke 22:1-30
Now the festival of Unleavened Bread, which is called the Passover,
was near. 2The chief priests and the scribes were looking for a way to
put Jesus to death, for they were afraid of the people.
3 Then Satan entered into Judas called Iscariot, who was one of the
twelve; 4he went away and conferred with the chief priests and o cers of the temple
police about how he might betray Jesus to them. 5They were greatly pleased and
agreed to give him money. 6So he consented and began to look for an opportunity to
betray him to them when no crowd was present.
7Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on which the Passover lamb had to be
sacri ced. 8So Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, ‘Go and prepare the Passover meal
for us that we may eat it.’ 9They asked him, ‘Where do you want us to make
preparations for it?’ 10‘Listen,’ he said to them, ‘when you have entered the city, a man
carrying a jar of water will meet you; follow him into the house he enters 11and say to
the owner of the house, “The teacher asks you, ‘Where is the guest room, where I may
eat the Passover with my disciples?’ ” 12He will show you a large room upstairs,
already furnished. Make preparations for us there.’ 13So they went and found
everything as he had told them; and they prepared the Passover meal.
14 When the hour came, he took his place at the table, and the apostles with him. 15He
said to them, ‘I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I su er; 16for I
tell you, I will not eat it until it is ful lled in the kingdom of God.’ 17Then he took a cup,
and after giving thanks he said, ‘Take this and divide it among yourselves; 18for I tell
you that from now on I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God
comes.’ 19Then he took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to them, saying, ‘This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.’ 20And he did the same with the cup after supper, saying, ‘This
cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood. 21But see, the one who
betrays me is with me, and his hand is on the table. 22For the Son of Humanity is going
as it has been determined, but woe to that one by whom he is betrayed!’ 23Then they
began to ask one another which one of them it could be who would do this.
24A dispute also arose among them as to which one of them was to be regarded as the
greatest. 25But he said to them, ‘The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those
in authority over them are called benefactors. 26But not so with you; rather the greatest
among you must become like the youngest, and the leader like one who serves. 27For
who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one at
the table? But I am among you as one who serves.
28 ‘You are those who have stood by me in my trials; 29and I confer on you, just as my
Creator has conferred on me, a kingdom, 30so that you may eat and drink at my table in
my kingdom, and you will sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel. (NRSV)
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Station Seven: Death
Luke 23:13-56
23:13Pilate

then called together the chief priests, the leaders, and the
people,
said to them, ‘You brought me this man as one who was
perverting the people; and here I have examined him in your presence
and have not found this man guilty of any of your charges against him.
15Neither has Herod, for he sent him back to us. Indeed, he has done nothing to
deserve death. 16I will therefore have him ogged and release him.’
18 Then they all shouted out together, ‘Away with this fellow! Release Barabbas for us!’
19(This was a man who had been put in prison for an insurrection that had taken place
in the city, and for murder.) 20Pilate, wanting to release Jesus, addressed them again;
21but they kept shouting, ‘Crucify, crucify him!’ 22A third time he said to them, ‘Why,
what evil has he done? I have found in him no ground for the sentence of death; I will
therefore have him ogged and then release him.’ 23But they kept urgently demanding
with loud shouts that he should be cruci ed; and their voices prevailed. 24So Pilate
gave his verdict that their demand should be granted. 25He released the man they
asked for, the one who had been put in prison for insurrection and murder, and he
handed Jesus over as they wished.
14and

As they led him away, they seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming from
the country, and they laid the cross on him, and made him carry it behind Jesus. 27A
great number of the people followed him, and among them were women who were
beating their breasts and wailing for him. 28But Jesus turned to them and said,
‘Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your
children. 29For the days are surely coming when they will say, “Blessed are the barren,
and the wombs that never bore, and the breasts that never nursed.” 30Then they will
begin to say to the mountains, “Fall on us”; and to the hills, “Cover us.” 31For if they do
this when the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?’
26

32Two

others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him.
they came to the place that is called The Skull, they cruci ed Jesus there with
the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. [[ 34Then Jesus said, ‘Creator, forgive
them; for they do not know what they are doing.’]] And they cast lots to divide his
clothing. 35And the people stood by, watching; but the leaders sco ed at him, saying,
‘He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!’
36The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and o ering him sour wine, 37and saying,
‘If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!’ 38There was also an inscription over
him, ‘This is the King of the Jews.’
33When
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(continued on next page)

39One

of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, ‘Are you
not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!’ 40But the other rebuked him, saying, ‘Do you
not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41And we
indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds,
but this man has done nothing wrong.’ 42Then he said, ‘Jesus, remember me when you
come into your kingdom.’ 43He replied, ‘Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in
Paradise.’
It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the
afternoon, 45while the sun’s light failed; and the curtain of the temple was torn in two.
46Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, ‘Creator, into your hands I commend my
spirit.’ Having said this, he breathed his last. 47When the centurion saw what had taken
place, he praised God and said, ‘Certainly this man was innocent.’ 48And when all the
crowds who had gathered there for this spectacle saw what had taken place, they
returned home, beating their breasts. 49But all his acquaintances, including the women
who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these things.
44

Now there was a good and righteous man named Joseph, who, though a member of
the council, 51had not agreed to their plan and action. He came from the Jewish town
of Arimathea, and he was waiting expectantly for the kingdom of God. 52This man went
to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. 53Then he took it down, wrapped it in a linen
cloth, and laid it in a rock-hewn tomb where no one had ever been laid. 54It was the day
of Preparation, and the sabbath was beginning. 55The women who had come with him
from Galilee followed, and they saw the tomb and how his body was laid. 56Then they
returned, and prepared spices and ointments.
50

On the sabbath they rested according to the commandment. (NRSV)

Station Eight: Remember
Luke 24:1-35
24:1But

on the rst day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the
tomb, taking the spices that they had prepared. 2They found the stone
rolled away from the tomb, 3but when they went in, they did not nd the
body. 4While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in
dazzling clothes stood beside them. 5The women were terri ed and bowed their faces
to the ground, but the men said to them, ‘Why do you look for the living among the
dead? He is not here, but has risen. 6Remember how he told you, while he was still in
Galilee, 7that the Son of Humanity must be handed over to sinners, and be cruci ed,
and on the third day rise again.’ 8Then they remembered his words, 9and returning from
the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and to all the rest. 10Now it was Mary
Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them who
told this to the apostles. 11But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did
not believe them. 12But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he
saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had
happened.
13Now

on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about
seven miles from Jerusalem, 14and talking with each other about all these things that
had happened. 15While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and
went with them, 16but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17And he said to
them, ‘What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?’ They stood still,
looking sad. 18Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, ‘Are you
the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place
there in these days?’ 19He asked them, ‘What things?’ They replied, ‘The things about
Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the
people, 20and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to
death and cruci ed him. 21But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel.
Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place.
22Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this
morning, 23and when they did not nd his body there, they came back and told us that
they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. 24Some of those
who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they
did not see him.’ 25Then he said to them, ‘Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of
heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! 26Was it not necessary that the
Messiah should su er these things and then enter into his glory?’ 27Then beginning
with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all
the scriptures.
As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he
were going on. 29But they urged him strongly, saying, ‘Stay with us, because it is
almost evening and the day is now nearly over.’ So he went in to stay with them.
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30When

he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it
to them. 31Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished
from their sight. 32They said to each other, ‘Were not our hearts burning within us while
he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?’ 33That
same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their
companions gathered together. 34They were saying, ‘The Lord has risen indeed, and he
has appeared to Simon!’ 35Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he
had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread. (NRSV)

Breaking Stereotypes Since 1827
The story of the early church in the New Testament is a story of the everexpanding circle of those included in the community of Jesus. We believe
that circle expands to include all people.
Because we are followers of Jesus, First Baptist Church Halifax welcomes
all people into the full life of the church community. This means we will
not discriminate on the grounds of gender, age, race, national or ethnic
origin, colour, disability, marital status, sexual orientation, or economic
circumstances.
We really do want you to join us. Our diversity helps us all expand our
understandings of God.
Learn more about First Baptist Church Halifax at www.fbchalifax.ca or
nd us on FaceBook.

