Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 2, 2021, 10:30am

Gathering Online
The service live stream will begin shortly before 10:30. However, there will be no sound
until the service begins. You can find the stream on the FBCH Facebook page or from
our website: fbchalifax.ca (click “Join us Online”). Services are also posted to the
FBCH YouTube page on Sunday afternoon.

Prelude

Lynette Wahlstrom, organ
Vater Unser I’m Himmelreich - J.S. Bach

Welcome
Rusty Edwards
If joining on Facebook Live, we invite you to say hello to everyone by
posting a comment to the live stream.
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
Lighting of the Christ Candle
Joanna Eisener
If you have a candle at home, we invite you to light it as a way to centre
yourself for worship. The lights of our candles remind us that
Christ is with us and unites us together.
Interlude - AURELIA
*Call to Worship
Jenny Eisener
Jesus was always the guest.
In the homes of Peter and Jarius, Martha and Mary, Joanna and
Susanna, he was always the guest.
At the meal tables of the wealthy where he pled the case of the poor, he
was always the guest.
Upsetting polite company, befriending isolated people, welcoming
the stranger, he was always the guest.
But here, at our tables today, Jesus is the host.
For this is the table where God intends us to be nourished; this is
the time when Christ can make us new.

*Prayer of Approach
Living Christ, welcome us now as guests at your table set in our
homes. May our tables and homes be places where we can bring
our hunger and thirst for a deeper faith, for a fuller life, for a better
world, knowing that when we come thirsty and hungry, you will
serve us and fill us with your love and peace. Amen.
Hymn (on next page)
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Gospel Reading: Luke 2:28-32

The New Revised Standard Version

2:28

Jenny Eisener

Simeon took [the infant Jesus] in his arms and praised God, saying,
‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,
according to your word;
30
for my eyes have seen your salvation,
31
which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
32
a light for revelation to the Gentiles
and for glory to your people Israel.’
29

Children’s Story:

Jenny Eisener

Responsive Psalm 23

Addison Edwards

The New Zealand Prayer Book (used by FBCH in weekly Compline)

Dear God, you sustain me and feed me: like a shepherd you guide me.
You lead me to an oasis of green, to lie down by restful waters.
You refresh my soul for the journey, and guide me along trusted roads.
The God of justice is your name. Though I must enter the darkness
of death, I will fear no evil.
For you are with me, your rod and staff comfort me.
You prepare a table before my very eyes, in the presence of those
who trouble me.
You anoint my head with oil, and you fill my cup to the brim.
Your loving kindness and mercy will meet me every day of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of my God for ever.
Doxology - OLD HUNDREDTH
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,
Praise Christ, all people here below, Praise Holy Spirit evermore;
Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen.
Gospel Reading: Acts
15:1

Rusty Edwards

The New Revised Standard Version

Then certain individuals came down from Judea and were teaching the
brothers, “Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses,
you cannot be saved.” 2And after Paul and Barnabas had no small
dissension and debate with them, Paul and Barnabas and some of the
others were appointed to go up to Jerusalem to discuss this question with
the apostles and the elders. 3So they were sent on their way by the church,
4

and as they passed through both Phoenicia and Samaria, they reported
the conversion of the Gentiles, and brought great joy to all the believers.
4
When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and
the apostles and the elders, and they reported all that God had done with
them. 5But some believers who belonged to the sect of the Pharisees
stood up and said, “It is necessary for them to be circumcised and ordered
to keep the law of Moses.”
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The apostles and the elders met together to consider this matter. 7After
there had been much debate, Peter stood up and said to them, “My
brothers, you know that in the early days God made a choice among you,
that I should be the one through whom the Gentiles would hear the
message of the good news and become believers. 8And God, who knows
the human heart, testified to them by giving them the Holy Spirit, just as he
did to us; 9and in cleansing their hearts by faith he has made no distinction
between them and us. 10Now therefore why are you putting God to the test
by placing on the neck of the disciples a yoke that neither our ancestors
nor we have been able to bear? 11On the contrary, we believe that we will
be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they will.” 12The
whole assembly kept silence, and listened to Barnabas and Paul as they
told of all the signs and wonders that God had done through them among
the Gentiles. 13After they finished speaking, James replied, “My brothers,
listen to me. 14Simeon has related how God first looked favorably on the
Gentiles, to take from among them a people for his name. 15This agrees
with the words of the prophets, as it is written, 16‘After this I will return, and
I will rebuild the dwelling of David, which has fallen; from its ruins I will
rebuild it, and I will set it up, 17so that all other peoples may seek the
Lord— even all the Gentiles over whom my name has been called. Thus
says the Lord, who has been making these things 18known from long ago.’
Reader
All

For the Word of God in Scripture,
for the Word of God among us,
for the Word of God within us.
Thanks be to God.

Spoken Reflection

The Kitchen Table
5

Rusty Edwards

Invitation to the Resurrection Feast
Prayers of the People
Rusty Edwards
During the silent pause, those following on Facebook Live are invited to
participate by offering prayers and prayer requests. May the comment feed
be a reminder that we are gathered as a community.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those that trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and
ever. Amen.
Hymn (on next page)
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Sharing the Resurrection Feast
Communion Music - LET US BREAK BREAD
Benediction

Rusty Edwards

Choral Amen
Postlude

Lynette Wahlstrom, organ
Retrospection -Florence Price

Offerings

All contributions to FBCH support our mission and ministry and are greatly appreciated.
Many choose to give by setting-up recurring contributions. You may also give to FBCH
by making an e-transfer or by giving on-line through a link on our website. You can go
to our website www.fbchalifax.ca and click on the Ways to Give link on our homepage
for instructions on how to give.

Thank you to our live stream worship leaders

Rusty Edwards, Senior Minister
Lynette Wahlstrom, Director of Music
Jenny Eisener, Minister of Faith Development
Jean Ferguson, Coordinator of Congregational and Community Engagement
Hymn Choir: Senior Choir with Bethany Ingraham, soprano; Rosalie Dowling, alto;
Leander Mendoza, tenor; André Gaudet, bass

Music reprinted and streamed by permission, One License A-734863
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Breaking Stereotypes Since 1827
The story of the early church in the New Testament is a story of the ever-expanding
circle of those included in the community of Jesus. We believe that circle expands to
include all people.
Because we are followers of Jesus, First Baptist Church Halifax welcomes all people
into the full life of the church community. This means we will not discriminate on the
grounds of gender, age, race, national or ethnic origin, colour, disability, marital status,
sexual orientation, or economic circumstances.
We really do want you to join us. Our diversity helps us all expand our understandings
of God.
Learn more about First Baptist Church Halifax at www.fbchalifax.ca or find us on
FaceBook.
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