First Sunday of Advent
Rest ✤ Reset ✤ Renew
November 27, 2022, 10:30am
“God’s mercy is shared from generation to generation”–that is part of Mary’s
song of celebration we call the Magnificat. This Advent we celebrate that the
Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of Jesus is shared from generation to generation.
Gathering in the FBCH Sanctuary
Prayer candles are available in the north transept if you would like to light one as part
of your prayer this morning. For more information about the life of FBCH, visit our
website: fbchalifax.ca or like us on social media.
Wifi Password for FBCH Guest: youareloved

Prelude

Lynette Wahlstrom, Organ
Pastorale from Messiah -G.F. Handel

Ringing of the Trinity
Welcome
Paula Zanello Antunes
If joining on Facebook Live or YouTube we invite you to say hello to
everyone by posting a comment to the live stream.
Introit

Senior Choir
Lo, how a rose e’er blooming (v. 1)
Lo, how a rose e’er blooming
from tender stem hath sprung,
of Jesse’s lineage coming,
by faithful prophets sung.
It came, a floweret bright,
amid the cold of winter,
when half spent was the night.

Call to Worship: Matthew 1:1-3
Rhonda Schofield
The Gospel of Matthew reminds us the story of Jesus stretches back
for generations:
1:1
An account of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David,
the son of Abraham. 2Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the
father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, 3and
Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar…
Silent Reflection
*Stand as you are able

*Processional Carol
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Lighting of the Hope Candle

Skylar Dixon,
Sheila and Jim Stanley
From generation to generation, we are a people of hope.
Our hearts are full of anticipation for the coming
of our beloved Christ Child.
For God is to be among us
and we will see a great light in the midst of our night.
What is hope?
Hope is…
Let us light the Candle of Hope.

Advent Candle Lighting Song:
Hope is a Candle (Verse 1)
Hope is a candle, once lit by the prophets,
never consumed, though it burns through the years;
dim in the daylight of power and privilege
when they are gone, hope will shine on.
Advent Prayer of Approach
God of the ages,
in scripture we hear stories of people like us—
ordinary people,
people who longed to know your hope,
people who made mistakes–
old, young,
native, immigrant,
new to the faith, lifelong believer.
In scripture we hear stories of people like us,
so just as you walked with them, help us to hear and remember
all the ways that you walk with us. Amen.
Children’s Story
Rhonda Schofield
Children going into Primary-Grade 6 are invited to go to Godly Play.
Today’s Godly Play story: Advent 1
*Doxology - VENI EMMANUEL
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,
Praise Christ, all people here below, Praise Holy Spirit evermore;
Praise Triune God, whom we adore.
Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel shall come to Thee, O Israel!
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First Testament Reading: Genesis 38:11-30
38:11

New Revised Standard Version

Then Judah said to his daughter-in-law Tamar, ‘Remain a widow in your
father’s house until my son Shelah grows up’—for he feared that he too
would die, like his brothers. So Tamar went to live in her father’s house.
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In course of time the wife of Judah, Shua’s daughter, died; when Judah’s
time of mourning was over, he went up to Timnah to his sheep-shearers,
he and his friend Hirah the Adullamite. 13When Tamar was told, ‘Your
father-in-law is going up to Timnah to shear his sheep’, 14she put off her
widow’s garments, put on a veil, wrapped herself up, and sat down at the
entrance to Enaim, which is on the road to Timnah. She saw that Shelah
was grown up, yet she had not been given to him in marriage. 15When
Judah saw her, he thought her to be a prostitute, for she had covered her
face. 16He went over to her at the roadside, and said, ‘Come, let me come
in to you’, for he did not know that she was his daughter-in-law. She said,
‘What will you give me, that you may come in to me?’ 17He answered, ‘I
will send you a kid from the flock.’ And she said, ‘Only if you give me a
pledge, until you send it.’ 18He said, ‘What pledge shall I give you?’ She
replied, ‘Your signet and your cord, and the staff that is in your hand.’ So
he gave them to her, and went in to her, and she conceived by him. 19Then
she got up and went away, and taking off her veil she put on the garments
of her widowhood.
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When Judah sent the kid by his friend the Adullamite, to recover the
pledge from the woman, he could not find her. 21He asked the
townspeople, ‘Where is the temple prostitute who was at Enaim by the
wayside?’ But they said, ‘No prostitute has been here.’ 22So he returned to
Judah, and said, ‘I have not found her; moreover, the townspeople said,
“No prostitute has been here.” ’ 23Judah replied, ‘Let her keep the things as
her own, otherwise we will be laughed at; you see, I sent this kid, and you
could not find her.’
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About three months later Judah was told, ‘Your daughter-in-law Tamar
has played the whore; moreover she is pregnant as a result of whoredom.’
And Judah said, ‘Bring her out, and let her be burned.’ 25As she was being
brought out, she sent word to her father-in-law, ‘It was the owner of these
who made me pregnant.’ And she said, ‘Take note, please, whose these
are, the signet and the cord and the staff.’ 26Then Judah acknowledged
them and said, ‘She is more in the right than I, since I did not give her to
my son Shelah.’ And he did not lie with her again.
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27

When the time of her delivery came, there were twins in her womb.
While she was in labour, one put out a hand; and the midwife took and
bound on his hand a crimson thread, saying, ‘This one came out first.’
29
But just then he drew back his hand, and out came his brother; and she
said, ‘What a breach you have made for yourself!’ Therefore he was
named Perez. 30Afterwards his brother came out with the crimson thread
on his hand; and he was named Zerah.
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Reader
All

For the Word of God in Scripture,
for the Word of God among us,
for the Word of God within us.
Thanks be to God.

Spoken Reflection
Rusty Edwards
From Generation to Generation… Tamar
Anthem

Sr. Choir, Naomi Sney, Leander Mendoza, soloists
Sing, My Child -Sarah Quartel

Welcome into the Congregation of FBCH
Paula Zanello Antunes, Matheus Antunes, Linda Brakebill Norris
In response to your decision, we pledge ourselves to be the family
of God for you in this place; we offer you our love, our care, our
kinship, and our hopes. We hope to learn from you, give to you,
and receive from you, by God’s grace.
Prayers of the People

Kathy Schwartzentruber

Lord’s Prayer
Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and
ever. Amen.
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*Recessional Carol

Benediction

Rusty Edwards

Amen
Postlude

Lynette Wahlstrom, Organ
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing -R. Bölting

6

Offerings

All contributions to FBCH support our mission and ministry and are greatly appreciated.
Many choose to give by setting-up recurring contributions. You may also give to FBCH
by making an e-transfer or by giving on-line through a link on our website. You can go
to our website www.fbchalifax.ca and click on the Ways to Give link on our homepage
for instructions on how to give.

Truth & Reconciliation
Each Sunday, we list one of the Calls to Action issued by the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission of Canada. These Calls to Action remind us of Jesus’ calling to love God
and love our neighbours. May they guide us to put loving justice into action.
Reconciliation: Church Apologies and Reconciliation
59. We call upon church parties to the Settlement Agreement to develop
ongoing education strategies to ensure that their respective
congregations learn about their church’s role in colonization, the
history and legacy of residential schools, and why apologies to
former residential school students, their families, and communities
were necessary.

Thank you to our live stream worship leaders

Skylar Dixon, Sheila Stanley, Jim Stanley, Lay Leaders
Kathy Shwartzentruber, Deacon Chair
Jean Ferguson, Coordinator of Congregational and Community Engagement
Rhonda Schofield, Interim Minister of Faith Development
Lynette Wahlstrom, Director of Music
Paula Zanello Antunes, Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion Coordinator
Rusty Edwards, Senior Minister

Music reprinted and streamed by permission, One License A-734863
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Breaking Stereotypes Since 1827
The story of the early church in the New Testament is a story of the ever-expanding
circle of those included in the community of Jesus. We believe that circle expands to
include all people.
Because we are followers of Jesus, First Baptist Church Halifax welcomes all people
into the full life of the church community. This means we will not discriminate on the
grounds of gender, age, race, national or ethnic origin, colour, disability, marital status,
sexual orientation, or economic circumstances.
We really do want you to join us. Our diversity helps us all expand our understandings
of God.
Learn more about First Baptist Church Halifax at www.fbchalifax.ca or find us on
FaceBook, Instagram, YouTube, and Twitter.
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