
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prelude                                                               Lynette Whalstrom 

 
Welcome                                                                    Paula Antunes 
If joining on Facebook Live or YouTube we invite you to say hello to everyone by 

posting a comment to the live stream. 
 
Ringing of the Trinity 

We Gather in the presence of God - Creator, Christ, and Spirit 
 
Season of Creation Introit: The garden needs our tending now (v4)                        

 

While peoples die in poverty, some lives are thick with waste. 
The Prophets warn us: “Simplify!” Their challenge must be faced. 

Creation groans, awaiting still 
a Church responsive to God’s will: 

Earth shall be green and new, Eden restored. 
Terra viridissima. [Latin for Greenest Earth] 

 
*Call to Worship & Prayer of Approach                         David Clarke 
We worship the Creator of sea and sky, of the great waters and the rocky 
shore, of the forests and fields, the coves and harbours of this land. 

The earth is God’s, and all that is in it. 
Here in Kjipuktuk–the “Great Harbour”–we remember with gratitude the 
Mi’kmaq People, who from time immemorial have received this land 
and water as sacred gift, and who have walked gently here as its 
faithful caretakers. 

We give thanks for the Mi’kmaq, and we seek to learn from their 
wisdom, walking together as children of one Creator. 

We remember the Peace and Friendship Treaties, covenants made to 
bind peoples together in mutual care. We confess the ways these 
covenants have been broken, and the deep harm done to Indigenous 
Peoples, including harm in which churches have been complicit. 

*Stand as you are able 



Creator of justice and mercy, forgive us. Teach us to listen, to 
unlearn the harms, and to walk in new ways. 

Clothed in the grace of Christ and guided by the Spirit, let us journey 
toward right relationship–receiving wisdom from the Mi’kmaq, caring 
for this land of sea and shore, and seeking the Creator who makes all 
things new. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

*Processional Hymn  
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Gospel Reading: John 8:58                                             David Clarke              
New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition 

8:58Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, before Abraham was, I am.” 
 
Children’s Hymn  

 
 

Children’s Story                                                          Rusty Edwards                 
 
*Blessing of the Children 

Beloved children of our church family: may God’s Spirit be with 
you as you enter into the stories of our faith; may your 
imaginations be opened to encounter God’s love for you and all 
the world; and may you be formed to care for others as you 
discover the Way of Jesus. Amen. 
Children going into Primary-Grade 6 are invited to go to Godly Play. 

Today’s formation opportunities: Doing Justice-Truth & Reconciliation. 
 
*Doxology - OLD HUNDREDTH   

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,  
Praise Christ, all people here below, Praise Holy Spirit evermore;  

Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen.  
 

Donations 
All contributions to FBCH support our mission and ministry and are greatly appreciated. 

Offering boxes are located at the side doors at the back of the Sanctuary. You can also go to 
our website fbchalifax.ca and click on the Ways to Give link for information about how to 
financially support the ministries of FBCH, including e-transfers or recurring donations. 
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Old Testament Reading: Exodus 2:23–3:15                                
New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition 

2:23After a long time the king of Egypt died. The Israelites groaned under 
their slavery and cried out. Their cry for help rose up to God from their 
slavery. 24God heard their groaning, and God remembered God’s covenant 
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 25God looked upon the Israelites, and 
God took notice of them. 
 
3:1Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of 
Midian; he led his flock beyond the wilderness and came to Mount Horeb, 
the mountain of God. 2There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a 
flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was 
not consumed. 3Then Moses said, “I must turn aside and look at this great 
sight and see why the bush is not burned up.” 4When the LORD saw that 
he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, 
Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” 5Then God said, “Come no closer! 
Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are 
standing is holy ground.” 6God said further, “I am the God of your father, 
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses 
hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. 
 
7Then the LORD said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are in 
Egypt; I have heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I 
know their sufferings, 8and I have come down to deliver them from the 
Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land to a good and spacious 
land, to a land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the 
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the 
Jebusites. 9The cry of the Israelites has now come to me; I have also seen 
how the Egyptians oppress them. 10Now go, I am sending you to Pharaoh 
to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.” 11But Moses said to God, 
“Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of 
Egypt?” 12He said, “I will be with you, and this shall be the sign for you that 
it is I who sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you 
shall serve God on this mountain.” 
 
13But Moses said to God, “If I come to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The 
God of your ancestors has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is this 
God’s name?’ what shall I say to them?” 14God said to Moses, “I am who I 
am.” God said further, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘I am has sent 
me to you.’ ” 15God also said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the 
Israelites, ‘The LORD, the God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you’: 
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This is my name forever,​
and this my title for all generations. 

 
Reader​ For the Word of God in Scripture,  

​ ​ ​ for the Word of God among us,  
​ ​ ​ for the Word of God within us. 
​ All​ ​ Thanks be to God. 
 
Spoken Reflection                                                     Rusty Edwards 

Breathe 
 
Anthem     ​ ​ ​                Senior Choir, Emily Forest soloist 

The Road Home -Stephen Paulus 
 
Prayers Of the People                                                      
 
Lord’s Prayer      

Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,                   
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen.  
 

*Recessional Hymn (next page) 
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Benediction                                                              Rusty Edwards 
 
Postlude         ​ ​ ​                        Lynette Wahlstrom, Piano​                 

Here I Am, Lord -Schutte 
 
 
 

The Week Ahead at FBCH 
 
 

Today 
10:30am - Sunday Worship; Sanctuary 

12pm Youth Group; Parlour 
 

Tuesday, September 30 
National Day of Truth and Reconciliation 

Church Office Closed 
 

Wednesday, October 1 
7pm - Queer Spirit Church; Sanctuary 

Thursday, October 2 
7-9pm - Choir Practice; Sanctuary 

 

Sunday, October 5 
Anniversary Sunday/ World Communion 

9am - Social Choir; Parlour 
10:30am - Sunday Worship; Sanctuary 
12pm - Anniversary Potluck; Sanctuary 

 

 
*For details go to fbchalifax.ca or read News Notes 
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   Emily Forest 
   David Clarke 
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