
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Artist Statement 
La Sagrada Familia by Iconographer Kelly Latimore 

“I was inspired to paint La Sagrada Familia by a trip with my partner Evie and 
encountering some undocumented immigrants. We were sitting around a bonfire 
one night with this young man from Guatemala who told us why he was in the 
United States, his struggles, his hopes, and fears. He had come here as a 
teenager, only to be deported and then almost beaten to death in Mexico. He 
eventually crossed the desert again to the United States. Everything about him 
broke us. He has the image of God within him. As we were hearing all of the 
hateful rhetoric that was anti-immigrant, anti-stranger, his experience 
immediately came to mind while creating this modern holy family image and how 
the refugees Jesus, Mary, and Joseph must have felt fleeing from Herod 2,000 
years ago.” 
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Prelude​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​                    Lynette Wahlstrom 
 
Welcome                                                        Paula Zanello Antunes 

If joining on Facebook Live or YouTube we invite you to say hello to everyone by 
posting a comment to the live stream. 

 
Ringing of the Trinity 

Let us Find Our Home in God - Creator, Christ, and Spirit 
 
Introit                                                                           Senior Choir 

Light Dawns on a Weary World by Mary Louise Bringle  
Hope dawns on a weary world 

when eyes begin to see all people’s dignity. 
Hope dawns on a weary world: 

the promised day of justice comes; 
The trees shall clap their hands; the dry lands, gush with springs;  

The Hills and mountains shall break forth with singing!  
We shall go out in joy, and be led forth in peace, 

 as all the world in wonder echoes shalom. 
 
*Call to Worship: Ezekiel 34:11-16​                                    Arla Johnson 

New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition 

34:11For thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep and will 
sort them out. 12As shepherds sort out their flocks when they are among 
scattered sheep, so I will sort out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the 
places to which they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick 
darkness. 13I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from 
the countries and bring them into their own land, and I will feed them on 
the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts 
of the land. 14I will feed them with good pasture, and the mountain heights 
of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing 
land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15I 
myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, 
says the Lord God. 16I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strays, 
and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the 
well-fed and strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice. 
 

Silent Reflection 
 
Baptism of Elnaz Sarsangi and Abtin Amirirad 
 
*Processional Carol (next page)  
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Lighting of the Hope Candle               Jim Stanley and Sheila Stanley 
                                                       Evelyn Cain and Cornella Steele 

In a world of shifting ground, where so many wander and wait, how do 
we begin to find our way home? Where do we discover hope? 

Let us begin with what is near.​
Let us open our eyes to the road before us.​
Let us take the first step, together. 

What is hope? Hope is…  
 
Today we light the Candle of Hope 

May this small light guide the travellers.​
May it warm those who feel far from home.​
May it remind us that even on the road, God is with us. 

May it be so! Amen. 
 

Advent Candle Lighting Song [BRING A TORCH] 
Hope has come and never will leave us! 

Hope is life everlasting and free. 
Hope is Jesus within and among us. 

Hope is the light our hearts are seeking. 
Hope! Hope! Hope is the gift of Christmas. 
Hope! Hope! Praise to you, God on high! 

 
Advent Prayer Of Approach  

Pilgrim God,​
You walk beside the lost and the longing.​
When I feel unsure of where I belong,​
teach me to trust the road beneath my feet.​
Let hope rise in me like dawn’s first light,​
until I find my way toward home again. Amen. 

 
Children’s Hymn: Angels We Have Heard On High (v3) 

Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee Christ, the Lord, the newborn King. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

 
Children’s Story​​ ​ ​ ​                           Erick Lee​​           
 
*Blessing of the Children 

Beloved children of our church family: may God’s Spirit be with 
you as you enter into the stories of our faith; may your 

5 



imaginations be opened to encounter God’s love for you and all 
the world; and may you be formed to care for others as you 
discover the Way of Jesus. Amen. 
Children going into Primary-Grade 6 are invited to go to Godly Play. 

Today’s Formation Activities: Godly Play Story and Response 
 
*Doxology - VENI EMMANUEL 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,  
Praise Christ, all people here below, Praise Holy Spirit evermore;  

Praise Triune God, whom we adore.  
Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel shall come to Thee, O People of God! 

 
Donations 

All contributions to FBCH support our mission and ministry and are greatly 
appreciated. Offering boxes are located at the side doors at the back of the 

Sanctuary. You can also go to our website fbchalifax.ca and click on the Ways to 
Give link for information about how to financially support the ministries of FBCH, 

including e-transfers or setting up recurring donations. 
 

Gospel Reading: Luke 2:1-20 
New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition 

2:1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be 
registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended 
from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, 
to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they 
were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth 
to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place in the guest room. 
 

8Now in that same region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before 
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for see, I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this 
day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will 
be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying 
in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
 

14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven,​
    and on earth peace among those whom God favours!” 
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15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said 
to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went with 
haste and found Mary and Joseph and the child lying in the manger. 
17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about 
this child, 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told 
them, 19and Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her 
heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 
had heard and seen, just as it had been told them. 
 
Spoken Reflection                                                       Rusty Edwards 

Longing, Belonging, and the Holy Family’s Search for Home 
Home on the Road 

 
Anthem ​ ​ ​ ​ ​     ​ ​ ​ ​ ​    Sr. Choir 

A Gallery Carol -arr. Robin Wells 
 
Welcoming New Members 

Elnaz Sarsangi and Abtin Amirirad 
 
Welcome into the Congregation of FBCH 

In response to your decision, we pledge ourselves to be the family 
of God for you in this place; we offer you our love, our care, our 
kinship, and our hopes. We hope to learn from you, give to you, 
and receive from you, by God’s grace.  

 
Prayers Of the People                                                   Arla Johnson 
 
Lord’s Prayer      

Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,                   
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen.  

 
*Recessional Carol (next page) 
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Benediction                                                              Rusty Edwards 
 
Amen  ​                                                     
 
Postlude         ​ ​                                          Lynette Wahlstrom 

Christmas Recessional on “Adeste fideles” -R. Wilson 
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The Week Ahead at FBCH 
 
 

Today 
10:30am - Sunday Worship; Sanctuary 

11:45am - Christmas Craft Sale; Sanctuary 
 

Thursday, December 4 
7-9pm - Choir Practice; Sanctuary 

 

Saturday, December 6 
12pm Cookie Box Assembly 

 

Sunday, December 7 
Advent 2 

9 am - Social Choir; Sanctuary 
10:30am - Sunday Worship; Sanctuary 

Cookie Box Distribution 
 

 
*For details go to fbchalifax.ca or read News Notes 
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