
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Artist Statement 
St Joseph by Iconographer Kelly Latimore, printed with permission 

 
While painting this icon I was thinking of all those who have been quietly taking 
care of their families during the global pandemic. Those who have guided and 
protected their loved ones through sickness, loss of work, lack of food and 
forced evictions. Those healthcare workers silently tending the sick and dying, 
holding hands, looking into eyes, and being present to the most vulnerable. I 
think of all those people in my own life who have quietly (and sometimes quite 
unknowingly) kept me going during the pandemic. 
 
St. Joseph has shown us that even the quietest ordinary acts can be signs of 
hope in the world, reminders that the world bears within itself the seeds of 
genuine love. 
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Prelude​                                                           Lynette Wahlstrom 
Fanfare on “Antioch” -Hancock  

 
Welcome                                                        Paula Zanello Antunes 

If joining on Facebook Live or YouTube we invite you to say hello to everyone by 
posting a comment to the live stream. 

 
Ringing of the Trinity 

Let us Find Our Home in God - Creator, Christ, and Spirit 
 
Introit                                                                           Senior Choir 

Light Dawns on a Weary World by Mary Louise Bringle  
Joy dawns on a weary world when eyes begin to see all people’s dignity. 

Joy dawns on a weary world: the promised day of justice comes. 
The trees shall clap their hands; the dry lands, gush with springs; The Hills 
and mountains shall break forth with singing! We shall go out in joy, and be 

led forth in peace, as all the world in wonder echoes shalom. 
 
*Call to Worship: Isaiah 60:1-6​                                  Dawn Friedrich 

New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition 

60:1 Arise, shine, for your light has come,​
    and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 
2 For darkness shall cover the earth​
    and thick darkness the peoples,​
but the LORD will arise upon you,​
    and God’s glory will appear over you. 
3 Nations shall come to your light​
    and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
4 Lift up your eyes and look around;​
    they all gather together; they come to you;​
your sons shall come from far away,​
    and your daughters shall be carried in their nurses’ arms. 
5 Then you shall see and be radiant;​
    your heart shall thrill and rejoice,​
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you;​
    the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
6 A multitude of camels shall cover you,​
    the young camels of Midian and Ephah;​
    all those from Sheba shall come.​
They shall bring gold and frankincense​
    and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD. 
 

Silent Reflection 
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*Processional Carol  
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Lighting of the Joy Candle     Paula Antunes, Matheus Antunes, Noah 
                                                        Jenny Edwards, Janet Margeson 
                                          Alberta Morgan, Kathy Schwartzentruber 

When doors open and strangers become friends,​
when laughter fills the kitchen,​
joy has found its way home. 

Let us open our doors wide.​
Let us welcome unexpected guests.​
Let us delight in God’s surprising presence. 

What is joy? Joy is…  
 
Today we light the Candle of Joy 

May this light dance in every window.​
May it scatter shadows of loneliness.​
May joy make its home among us. 

May it be so! Amen. 
 

Advent Candle Lighting Song [BRING A TORCH] 
Joy has come and never will leave us! 

Joy is life everlasting and free. 
Joy is Jesus within and among us. 

Joy is the light our hearts are seeking. 
Joy! Joy! Joy is the gift of Christmas. 
Joy! Joy! Praise to you, God on high! 

 
Advent Prayer Of Approach  

Radiant God,​
You shine through the faces of strangers.​
When wonder crosses our threshold,​
kindle joy like fire on the hearth.​
Let its glow remind us that your love still surprises. Amen. 
 

The Dedication of Noah Antunes and Family 
 
Children’s Hymn: Angels We Have Heard On High (v3) 

Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee Christ, the Lord, the newborn King. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
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Children’s Story​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​           
 
*Blessing of the Children 

Beloved children of our church family: may God’s Spirit be with 
you as you enter into the stories of our faith; may your 
imaginations be opened to encounter God’s love for you and all 
the world; and may you be formed to care for others as you 
discover the Way of Jesus. Amen. 
Children going into Primary-Grade 6 are invited to go to Godly Play. 

Today’s Formation Activities: Godly Play Story and Response 
 
*Doxology - VENI EMMANUEL 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,  
Praise Christ, all people here below, Praise Holy Spirit evermore;  

Praise Triune God, whom we adore.  
Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel shall come to Thee, O People of God! 

 
Donations 

All contributions to FBCH support our mission and ministry and are greatly 
appreciated. Offering boxes are located at the side doors at the back of the 

Sanctuary. You can also go to our website fbchalifax.ca and click on the Ways to 
Give link for information about how to financially support the ministries of FBCH, 

including e-transfers or setting up recurring donations. 
 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 2:1-12 
New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition 

2:1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, 
magi from the east came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who 
has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star in the east and 
have come to pay him homage.” 3When King Herod heard this, he was 
frightened, and all Jerusalem with him, 4and calling together all the chief 
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah 
was to be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been 
written by the prophet: 

6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,​
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah,​
for from you shall come a ruler​
    who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 

 

7Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the exact 
time when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, 
saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found 
him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 9When 
they had heard the king, they set out, and there, ahead of them, went the 
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star that they had seen in the east, until it stopped over the place where 
the child was. 10When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 
overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the child with 
Mary his mother, and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, 
opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, 
they left for their own country by another road. 
 

Reader​ For the Word of God in Scripture,  
​ ​ ​ for the Word of God among us,  
​ ​ ​ for the Word of God within us. 
​ All​ ​ Thanks be to God. 
 
Spoken Reflection                                                       Rusty Edwards 

Longing, Belonging, and the Holy Family’s Search for Home 
Home that Welcomes 

 
Anthem ​ ​ ​ ​ ​     ​ ​ ​ ​ ​    Sr. Choir 

Ding Dong, Merrily on High -Llewellyn 
 
Prayers Of the People                                                Dawn Friedrich 
 
Lord’s Prayer      

Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,                   
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen.  

 
*Recessional Carol (next page) 
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Benediction                                                              Rusty Edwards 
 
Amen  ​                                                     
 
Solo Postlude                                             Joseph Goodwin, baritone 

The Trumpet Shall Sound -Handel (Messiah) 
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The Week Ahead at FBCH 
 
 

Today 
10:30am - Sunday Worship; Sanctuary 
7pm - Carols by Candlelight; Sanctuary 

 

Tuesday, December 16 
7pm - Deacons Meeting; Community Room 

 

Wednesday, December 17 
7pm - Jazz Vespers; Sanctuary 

 

Sunday, December 21 
Advent 4 

10:30am - Sunday Worship; Sanctuary 
1:30-5:00pm - Edwards’ Family Open House 

 
 

*For details go to fbchalifax.ca or read News Notes 
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