
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Stand as you are able 



Christmas Medley Prelude​​      Leander Mendoza, vocals & piano 
 
Ringing of the Trinity 
“There is reason the sky gets dark at night, we were not meant to see everything all 

the time. We are meant to rest and trust even in the darkness.” 
-Morgan Harper Nichols 

 
Summoning Prayer                                                   Rusty Edwards 

(by Bruce Powers) 

The impossible is about to happen in a manger. 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness, 
on them has the light shined! 

This is the evening when creation stood still and held its breath, 
for God was doing the most unbelievable, dangerous thing. 

This is the evening when God embraced humanity 
from the inside, as one of us, from birth to death. 

In the beginning was the Word, 
   and the Word was with God, 
      and the Word was God. 

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 
full of grace and truth. Amen! 

 
Silent Reflection  
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*Carol 
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Gospel Reading: John 1:1-14                                        Rusty Edwards 
New Revised Standard Version (St. John’s Bible) 

 
Reader​ For the Word of God in Scripture,  

​ ​ ​ for the Word of God among us,  
​ ​ ​ for the Word of God within us. 
​ All​ ​ Thanks be to God. 
 
Silent Reflection    
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*Carol 
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SACRED FEAST 
The Peace 
​ Celebrant​ The angels said it to startled shepherds 
​ ​ ​ and Jesus said it to frightened followers. 
​ ​ ​ And now these words which come from heaven 
​ ​ ​ are shared to make us whole and make us one: 
 
​ ​ ​ Peace be with you. 
​ All​ ​ And also with you. 
 
Invitation to the Feast 
​ Celebrant​ Holy God, 

In the beginning was darkness, mystery, and you. 
By your own Word, you created life out of the 
darkness, calling forth all plants of the earth, all fish 
of the seas, all creatures of the land and forming 
human community. You forever transformed our 
darkness. 

 
Ever-persistent and ever-loving God,  

Jesus was born in the night, lived and loved in dark 
times, drawing the lost and forgotten, the hurt and 
the wounded, the oppressed and depressed to the 
wellspring of life. He changed water into wine, 
called unheralded workers to be disciples, 
preached good news to the poor, healed the sick 
and beckoned people to love their neighbour. By 
his baptism, suffering, death, and resurrection, he 
revealed the depths of your love and your power to 
transform darkness into the place of your creative, 
liberating, and transformative presence. Amen. 
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Thanksgiving​  
Celebrant​ Blessed is our brother Jesus,  

​ ​ ​ who walks with us the road of our world’s suffering, 
​ ​ ​ and who is known to us in the breaking of bread. 
 

During his final meal before his death, he took bread. 
​ ​ ​ And when he had blessed it, he broke it  

​and said to his disciples,“This is my body. It is given for 
you. Do this to remember me.” 

 
​ ​ ​ Later in the meal, he took a cup of wine; 
​ ​ ​ and after he had given thanks he said, 
​ ​ ​ “In this cup is the new relationship with God made  

possible because of my death. Drink it, all of you… to 
remember me.” 
 

​ ​ ​ So we will do as Jesus did. 
​ ​ ​ We take this bread and this wine, 
​ ​ ​ the produce of the earth and the work of human hands 
​ ​ ​ through which Jesus has promised 
​ ​ ​ to make himself known. 
​ ​ ​ And as he said a prayer before sharing, 
​ ​ ​ let us follow his example. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer                                         

Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,                   
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen.  

 
Breaking of the Bread & Pouring of the Wine 
​ Celebrant​ All of you who hunger and thirst 
​ ​ ​ ​ for a better life, 
​ ​ ​ ​ for a deeper faith, 
​ ​ ​ ​ for a better world, 
​ ​ ​ here is the bread of life: feed on it with gratitude; 
​ ​ ​ here is the cup of salvation: drink from it and believe. 
 
​ All​ ​ These are the gifts of God for the people of God. 
​  
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Celebrant​ So come to this table,​  
​ ​ ​ you who have much faith 
​ ​ ​ and you who would like to have more; 
​ ​ ​ you who have been here often 
​ ​ ​ and you who have not been for a long time; 
​ ​ ​ you who have tried to follow Jesus, 
​ ​ ​ and you who have failed. 
​ ​ ​ Come, it is Christ who invites us to meet him here. 
 
Sharing the Feast of Christ 
Those worshiping online are invited to partake of communion from home. Use whatever 
bread you have. Pour a cup of juice or wine. If you do not have that, water will be fine  

(Jesus once changed water into exquisite wine).  
 
Music for Reflection                                   Leander Mendoza, soloist 

Gesu, Bambino -Pietro Yon 
 
*Recessional Carol (next page) 
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Benediction                                                              Rusty Edwards 
                                                  
Postlude         ​ ​                               Lynette Wahlstrom, Organ 

Fantasia on “Silent Night” -Wilbur Held 
 

       ​                              
Donations 
All contributions to FBCH support our mission and ministry and are greatly appreciated. 
Offering boxes are located at the side doors at the back of the Sanctuary. You can also go 
to our website fbchalifax.ca and click on the Ways to Give link for information about how to 
financially support the ministries of FBCH, including e-transfers or setting up recurring 
donations. 
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