First Sunday After Epiphany

The Baptism of Our Lord
a January 11, 2026 | 10:30am

Gathering in the FBCH Sanctuary

Prayer candles are available in the north transept if you would like to light one as part of your prayer this morning.
For more information about the life of FBCH, visit our website: fbchalifax.ca or like us on social media.

*Stand as you are able Wifi Password for FBCH Guest: youareloved

Prelude Lynette Wahlstrom, Organ
Les baricades mysterieuses -F. Couperin

Welcome Paula Zanello Antunes
If joining on Facebook Live or YouTube we invite you to say hello to everyone by
posting a comment to the live stream.

Ringing of the Trinity
We Gather in the presence of God - Creator, Christ, and Spirit

Call to Worship:
Through the waters of baptism, Creator speaks: You are beloved.
From the dance floor of a wedding feast, Jesus calls: Celebrate life.
Come, all who thirst for love.
Come, all who long for joy.
Let us worship the One who transforms water into life.
Let us worship God-Creator, Christ, and Spirit.

Prayer of Approach
Creator God, in Jesus you come to offer us life in abundance. As we
gather to worship, draw us toward what is full and true, restore us to
community, and shape us by your love. Amen.

*Processional Hymn (next page)



BAPTISM
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Like the Thanksgiving Over the Water in the rite of Baptism, this text by a United Church of Canada minister
recalls significant events in salvation history involving water. The final stanza is a prayer to Christ, the Living
Water (John 4:10, 14), to quench our spiritual thirst.

TEXT: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1987 CRASHING WATERS
MUSIC: William A. Cross, 1992 8.7.8.7
Text © 1991 CIA Publications, Inc.

Music © 1994 William A. Cross



Lighting of the Christ Candle

Responsive Psalm 104:1-15 Gisela O'Brien
The Inclusive Bible
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Praise the Lord. Praise the Lord. Praise the name of the Lord

Bless the LORD, my soul! O LORD, my God, how great you are! Clothed in
majesty and glory, wrapped in a robe of light, you stretch the heavens out
like a tent. You lay the beams for your palace on the waters above; you use
the clouds as your chariot and ride on the wings of the wind; you use the
winds as messengers and fiery flames as attendants.
You fixed the earth on its foundations so it can never totter, and
wrapped it with the Deep as with a robe, the waters overtopping the
mountains. R
At your rebuke the waters bolted, fleeing at the sound of your thunder,
cascading over the mountains, into the valleys, down to the reservoir you
made for them; you imposed boundaries they must never cross so they
would never again flood the land.
You set springs gushing in ravines, running down between the
mountains, supplying water for wild animals and attracting the thirsty
wild donkeys; the birds of the air make their nests by these waters
and sing among the branches.
From your palace you water the highlands until the ground is sated by the
fruit of your work; you make fresh grass grow for cattle and plants for us to
cultivate to get food from the soil-wine to cheer our hearts, oil to make our
faces shine, and bread to sustain our life. R



Children’s Hymn

God Welcomes All 399
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This “short song,” as the ITona Community calls it, can be especially effective as a means of setting a
welcoming tone for a service (especially an ecumenical one). Like most such songs, it needs to be sung
several times, adding and improvising harmony with each repetition.

TEXT: John L. Bell, 2008 THEMBA AMEN
MUSIC: South African song; transcr. John L. Bell, 2008 4.4.9
Text and Music Transcr. © 2008 WGRG, lona Community (admin. GIA Publications, Inc.)

Children’s Story Rusty Edwards

*Blessing of the Children
Beloved children of our church family: may God’s Spirit be with you as
you enter into the stories of our faith; may your imaginations be
opened to encounter God’s love for you and all the world; and may you
be formed to care for others as you discover the Way of Jesus. Amen.

Children going into Primary-Grade 6 are invited to go to Godly Play.
Today’s formation activities: Godly Play Story and Response

*Doxology - OLD HUNDREDTH
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,
Praise Christ, all people here below, Praise Holy Spirit evermore;
Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen.

Donations
All contributions to FBCH support our mission and ministry and are greatly
appreciated. Offering boxes are located at the side doors at the back of the
Sanctuary. You can also go to our website fbchalifax.ca and click on the Ways to
Give link for information about how to financially support the ministries of FBCH,
including e-transfers or setting up recurring donations.



Gospel Reading: John 2:1-11

New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition
Z10n the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of
Jesus was there. 2Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding.
3When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.”
*And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what concern is that to me and to you? My
hour has not yet come.” °His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells
you.” ®Now standing there were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites of
purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. “Jesus said to them, “Fill the
jars with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. 8He said to them, “Now
draw some out, and take it to the person in charge of the banquet.” So they took
it. "When the person in charge tasted the water that had become wine and did
not know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water
knew), that person called the bridegroom '°and said to him, “Everyone serves
the good wine first and then the inferior wine after the guests have become
drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now.” "Jesus did this, the first of
his signs, in Cana of Galilee and revealed his glory, and his disciples believed in
him.

Reader For the Word of God in Scripture,
for the Word of God among us,
for the Word of God within us.

All Thanks be to God.
Spoken Reflection Rusty Edwards
Jarring Life
Anthem Sr. Choir

O Mormn of Beauty -Sibelius (Finlandia)
Prayers of the People Gisela O'Brien

Lord’'s Prayer
Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from euvil.
For Thine is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.
Amen.



*Recessional Hymn (next page)
CREATION AND PROVIDENCE
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This lively text was written for the 90th anniversary of St. Olaf College in Northfield, Minnesota. Echoing
Psalm 98, it is a prime example of a 20th-century hymn style based on phrases rather than complete
sentences. The exuberant tune was created expressly for these words.

L)

TEXT: Herbert Frederick Brokering, 1964 EARTH AND ALL STARS
MUSIC: David N. Johnson, 1968 4.5.7.D with refrain
Text and Music © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House (admin. Augsburg Fortress)



Benediction Rusty Edwards

Amen

Postlude Lynette Wahlstrom, Organ
Arrival of the Queen of Sheba (fr. Solomon) -Handel

Sunday, January 11
10:30am - Sunday Worship; Sanctuary
3:00pm - Sunday Super Casserole Dropoff; St. Andrew’s

Thursday, January 15
7-9pm - Choir Practice; Sanctuary

Sunday, January 19
10:30am - Sunday Worship; Sanctuary
11:45am - University Student Lunch; Parlour
4:00pm - Week of Christian Prayer for Christian Unity Service; Sanctuary

*For details go to fbchalifax.ca or read News Notes*
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CONNECT WITH FBCH STAFF

Paula Zanello Antunes Communi+y Engogemen+ Lead
oaulaantunes@fbchalifax.ca Gisela O’Brien

David Bourque | Lay Minister
davidbourque30@gmail.com

John Dalton Lay Minister
johndalton hfx@gmail.com

Rusi‘y Edwards | Senior Minister
rustyedwards@fbchalifax.ca . .
fbchalifax.ca ©

Jean Ferguson Congrego’rionol Coordinator

office@fbchalifax.ca

Arla Johnson | Minister of |nclusive Community

arlajohnson@fbchalifax.ca First Baptist Church Halifax §
Lynette Wahlstrom | Director of Music fbchalifax
lynettewahlstrom@fbchalifox.ca First Baptist Church Halifax @

*Music reprin+ed and streamed by permission; One License #A-734863; CCLI Licence #3493424

FIRST
BAPTIST
CHURCH
HALIFAX

The story of the early church in the New Testament is a story of the ever-expanding circle of those included in the community of Jesus. We believe
that circle expands to include all people.

Because we are followers of Jesus, First Baptist Church Halifax welcomes all people into the full life of the church community. This means we will not
discriminate on the grounds of gender, age, race, national or ethnic origin, colour, disability, marital status, sexual orientation, or economic
circumstances.

We really do want you to join us. Our diversity helps us all expand our understandings of God.
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